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Global Safety Day Full Speech – Thursday, 8 October
Welcome and thank you all for attending our Global Safety Day gathering, and a special welcome to those of you visiting the campus today. 
This is a day of ‘firsts’. As you all know Global Safety Day is one of the most important dates in our calendar – safety is our number one value. And - hosting this important day is also a first for me in my role as Executive Head of Anglo American, South Africa – as such, it is a great honour.
Global Safety Day is a day that involves everyone, and is a clear demonstration of our shared commitment to achieving our vision of Zero Harm. 
Many of you have already been introduced to this year’s theme - CONTROLS PROTECT AND KEEP YOU SAFE - in team meetings and briefings over the past few months. 
One of the ‘constants’, of all our Global Safety Day themes - and of our journey towards Zero Harm - is that talking about safety – keeping it top of mind, keeping the conversation going  – should be a part of our daily routine at Anglo American. 
Whether it is a safety talk between team leaders and crew members before a shift, a conversation between colleagues at the campus or the safety briefing before a meeting or event – we need to share stories, facts and knowledge about safety. In that spirit, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I would like to share a story with you. 
It hasn’t got a lot to do with mining – but bear with me and I’m sure you’ll understand my point. It’s about parental control - the type of control most of us can relate to either as grandparents, parents, or – casting our minds back – as children.
A friend of mine told me over the weekend about a slight disagreement he had with his six year old son – over what made the healthiest ingredients for a lunch box. It was one of those early morning discussions that continued in traffic in the car on the way to school. It all ended when the father dropped his son off, and the youngster turned to his dad and wisely said, “Daddy, you don’t know everything.” 
To which my friend responded “My boy, you are quite right, and you must never forget that your whole life.” 
Let’s think about that for a moment - and how it relates to our workplace. That little boy was quite right.  We [adults] don’t know everything - and that is why it is crucial to use what we do know. To use controls that safeguard us.
We all need to ask ourselves: What do I know about safety? What protects me from getting hurt? What other controls could make our workplace safer?  And we all need to share our knowledge about safety controls with our colleagues. 
One of our major safety challenges at the campus is our tendency to think, “Oh well, it doesn’t really affect me, safety is an issue at the operations, what could really happen to me in this nice ‘safe’ office environment?” 
But remember - we don’t know everything – most importantly we don’t fully comprehend how severe the results of a seemingly simple incident could be. 
The controls we have at our operations and corporate offices are thorough - it essential that all controls play their part whether be they personal, workplace or organisational. And we need to use them – they are in actual fact what we do know.
One important control I would like to remind you about today is our Road Travel Policy that covers all work related travel between Anglo American offices, and to and from operations - something most of us do from time to time. 
The policy is comprehensive and covers everything from vehicle requirements, driver competency, as well as requirements for preparing for a journey and during the journey. If you are not familiar with this policy, I urge you to access it on Eureka! 
Global Safety Day casts a much needed light on the sobering reality of injury or loss of life due to safety incidents. Instead of being overwhelmed by the real possibilities of potential harm we face every day, we have ways to protect ourselves – and each other. 
I would like to take this time to remind you that we have lost six colleagues in safety incidents to date this year – in the first quarter we lost colleagues at Dawson (Coal, Australia) and Twickenham (Platinum, South Africa), and in the second quarter colleagues at Thembelani Mine (Platinum, South Africa), Zibulo Colliery (Coal, South Africa), Ouvidor Beneficiation Plant (NNP, Brazil) and more recently at Port of Acu Terminal (IOB, Brazil). 
We remember and honour those colleagues and their loved ones today.  
A successful and robust control system protects not only our own lives, but also those we love and care about. Like our colleagues who lost their lives this year, we all have family and friends that are dependent on us, and we have a responsibility to help keep each other safe – a responsibility to our colleagues, ourselves, and to our families.
I would like to thank our campus safety representatives and the Safety Team for their invaluable work in helping to keep us safe, and the time they take to keep up to date with safety training and methods over the course of the year.
To conclude, I would again like to remind you of the wise words of a six year, “We don’t know everything.” 
It is essential to use the controls we do know – the CONTROLS THAT PROTECT AND KEEP US SAFE.
Thank you everyone – and please take care of yourselves as we head towards the end of the year and the festive season celebrations.  
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